His Master’s Voice

We can all share
some pride in the
strides the Guild is
making towards
Company status.
Our biggest recent
event was the Winter
Banquet. Guest of
Honour was Ken
Follett, President of the Dyslexia
Institute, my Master’s Charity. It was
a great pleasure to present him with
a cheque from our Charitable Fund
for the Institute. Ken'’s description of
the Institute’s work was the best
mixture of passionate enthusiasm
and pleasant humour.
We also unveiled our new badge,
created by the Windsor Herald of the
College of Arms. lIts heraldic
symbols capture the essence of PR.
| confess to a growing affection for
the protocol and symbolism of Livery
events. Getting it right builds our
status with the City — and adds to the
fun, particularly for our guests.
A special pleasure has been
representing the Guild at City
events. Outstanding for me were the
Butchers’ 400" anniversary — graced
by the tiniest and yummiest
hamburgers imaginable, the Lord
Mayor’s Dinner and the Parish
Clerks’ Dinner. The Master Parish
Clerk is Michael Stewart, who is also
Solicitor to the CIPR. Their tradition
of an open outcry, greeting each
other by Parish name at gloriously
high volume, is a bit of City magic.
Our next event is the Summer
Banquet on June 26 at Haberdash-
ers’ Hall, and we have as Guest of
Honour, Michael Grade, Chairman of
the BBC. Anyone who has ever
heard him speak after dinner is
already scrambling for tickets — don't
miss out on yours!

MIKE GRANATT, CB, FCIPR

THE GUILD OF PUBLIC
RELATIONS PACTITIONERS

Winter Dinner — Pewterers’ Hall
28 February 2006

‘Dyslexiarules...KO...

Pewter is an alloy, an alloy is a mixture
and a magnificent mixture is just what
Pewterers’ Hall provided for the Guild
and guests alike. A comfortable and
impressive room, good food, well
served, and a stimulating after dinner
cocktail of wit, wisdom and sharp
observations on charitable needs and
impact, were beautifully realized. Five
years on and the Guild has settled into
a neat three point structure for its formal dinners. Installation with a
keynote speaker for the theme of the year, Spring with the Master’s
Charity highlighted and Summer with a banquet to remind us all that
fun is an essential ingredient of every working day.

Guest speaker Ken Follett meets
the Guild’s former Master Rosemary
Brook and other guests

With Carol Friend, Senior Warden, on business duty in Vienna and
listening to Mozart, Philip Dewhurst, Middle Warden, made the task of
introducing Ken Follett, Britain’s best-selling author of adult books and
our Chief Guest, seem easy. As President of the Dyslexia Institute
Ken Follett then gave a masterful lesson in the art of after dinner
speaking and advocacy. He was at one and the same time
entertaining and witty, warm and informative, sharp and serious. ‘A
nephew who could not see the joke in the ‘FCUK’ logo’ was the
Amusing, if edgy, wrapper of humour around an onion that revealed
the price we all pay for illiteracy. From his tragic statistics linking
recidivism to reading difficulties, to the joy of the dyslexic’s discovery
that reading difficulties could be resolved and that they weren’t stupid
after all, this was true story telling at its best.

' His admission that his personal and
financial support for the Labour Party
had not resulted in any Government
benefit for the Dyslexia Institute drew
only wry smiles on the night. As events
have shown, it is probably a good thing
that, as Master, Mike Granatt has made
the Dyslexia Institute Guild Master’'s
Charity for the year then. For more
information visit www.dyslexia-inst.org.uk

New Freeman Anne Curtis chats
to Peter Walker and other guests

Report by Guild Freeman Peter L. Walker FCIPR

Forthcoming Guild Dates:
Summer Banquet - 26 June ~ Haberdashers’ Hall
Installation Service and Dinner - 28 September ~ Butchers’ Hall
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